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THE RELATION OF AIR INTELLICEKCE TO JOINT ARMY-HAVY INTELLICGENCE STUDIES

I Need for s permsnent Joint Intelligence Studies Publishing Board

A comparison of a War Department (MIS) Survey or & Kaval Intelligence
Monograph of pre~JISPB date with one of ithe recent JANIS publications is testlimony
snough to the wisdom of preparing topographical intelligence under a single
joint agency. The present JISPB 1s an editorial, production, and planning
staff to which an equal number of personnel - civilian or military - is furnished
by A-2, -2, DNI, 053, and OCE. Each study contains 15 chapters, following a
standard cutline, and contains all available general, and & great deal of specific
data necessary for the planning and prosscution of nilitary operations. Since
the formation of JISPB in the widdle of 1943, thinking about topographical
{ntelligence has advanced considerably; if the old; inefficient, ssparate system
of wonographs and surveys were revived, the hard-sarned experisnce of 1943-45
would be almost entirely lost.

A primary requisite for adequate wilitary planning is complete and
orderly topographical informution on those areas of the world where operations
may conceivably take place at some future date. Topograpnical information here
signifies all data which bear upon the conduct of land, sea, or air operatiomns,
including terrain, climste, hydrography, communications, ports, airfields,
sanitation, and other topics. It is ebvious thak every possible source -
militery, naval, civil governmental, academic, sclentific, commercial - must
be tapped to produce a complete study. It is obvious too that much of the
skill and professional experience needed for the more technical subjects is
logically and wore economically to be found in extra-nilitary agencies., Yet
the dirsction of such studies, in order that their primary purpose may be
realised, should be vesied in & joint Army-Bavy-Air Force control.

II Air Force participation

The original JISPB of mid-1943 had no Alr Intelligence participation
whatsoever. This defect was remedied several months later by inclusion of A=2
on the Board and by assignment of the Army {Air) Chapter to that agency. However,
it was still later when Army and Navy Alr were combined into a single Air Facllity
Chapter compiled jointly by the A-2 and DNI airfield sections {later amelgamaied
under the Ad Hoe Commitiee's recommendations). HNo JANIS study is complete without
Air Intelligence participation; many topics ouiside of the Air Pacilitles Chapter
are of interest to the Air Forces and their proper treatment from an Alr stand-
point requires active participation of Air Intelligence representatives, The
same considerations which have made a separate Alr Intelligence Agency necessary -
sdequate attention to such topics as targets, airfields, radar, etc. - make the
representation of Air Intelligence in any Joint Intelligence undertaking essential.

A% present the Army Alr Forces contributes two important sections to
JANIS - Chapter V (Climate and Weather) and Chapter KIV {Alr Facilities); only
the latter is furnished by A-2. The former is prepared by the AAF ¥eather Division.
*he chief source of intelligence for JANIS - now dealing almost excluslvely with
Japanese-occupied territory - is aerial photography. Because of organisational
difficulties, it is folt that full utilisation of photographs and photo-inter—
pretations has not been made for JARIS. Air Inteliigence might make a further
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the widely-scatiered contributors could be submitted in an orderly mamner to
ybot@-iaterpﬂnuon. A further service, the planning of photo-missions which
might help to answer questions well in sdvance of publicaiion date, night more
properly bs the province of A-2 working closely with the overseas air forces,
shan G-2. Experience in all war theaters has demonstrated that the right to
flay on' photo reconnalssance, properly applled, srependously aids the work of
long, as well as ghort-range, intelligence. A slight adjustment in reconnaissance
aisgion priorities in the Japan theater could, in many cases, have improved the
qualivy of JANIS. Enile no attempt is made hero %o reconmend organisational
14irks between the present JTO and JISPB, 1% must be admitted that considerable
duplication exista, that 4is, duplication on the basic ressarch level. Is i
felt that the post-war future of any Target Section should be inextricsbly bound
up with a JISPE.

One topic with respect to eirfields of vital importance 4o JANIS is
airfield site ressarche A$ present mosi of this work is being done in & general
way by the Hilitary Geclogy Unit, Oeclogical Survey, in the Department of
Interior, but working directly under the Strategic Intelligence Division of the
office, Chief of Erx rsy much specific choosing of sites is handled by the
Adir Bngineer (ACAS/ W& }. Informal lisison betwesen Air Novements Branch and
these two organizations exists, but it is sppsrent that £u1l use is not being
made of the scurce material here available. The Strategic Engineering Studies
produced by OCE under a different formst and priorisy from JANIS deal, among
other topics, with ‘areis possibly suitable for airfield construction'. It is
pelieved that more adequate site ressarch could be carried on if the thres
agencies primerily goncerned were more clbsely tisd together. In the post-war
organisation, atrfield site research should be & part of airfield intelligence
with competent geologisis and enginsera assigned, perhaps on & loan basis. This
function should be closely sllied so other terrsin research destined for JANIS.

I1I Gonclusion

(1) That full participation, on &1 equal footing with other intelli-~
gence services, should be undertaken in JISFB {er its post-wsr suceessor), by
A=2. '

(2) That that participation should be eharged to Airfield Intelligence
with particular emphasia on existing airfields and air routes, and airfield site
ressarch.
: {3) That provision be made in that participation for A-2 control of
climstological aaterial furnished to JARIS by AAF Westher Division; and photo—
intelligence nesdsd for the basic research of all JANIS ecomtributors. '
' {4) That post-war target regearch be closely assoclated with topo-
graphical ressarch produced by ground intelligence agencies for JARIS.

(5) That Air Plans comeunicate through A-2 all needs for topographical
intelligence material which JISFB may produce.
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